LAW, ITS ORIGIN, GROWTH

AND FUNCTION

LECTURE I

A COMPLETE study of the law would embrace
three successive efforts. The first would be to
acquire a knowledge of those rules which make up
the law, as mere isolated rules; and this might be
sufficient for a considerable degree of skill and pro-
ficiency in practice. The next would be to compre-
hend those rules as parts of a classified and orderly
system exhibiting the law as a science; and who-
ever aspires to be a thoroughly accomplished lawyer
must take this step. The third and final effort
would be to explore the realms of science which
lie beyond the immediate boundaries of the law,
and ascertain its origin, its essential nature, the
method of its development, the function it fills in
human society, and the place it occupies in the gen-
eral system of human knowledge; in other words,
to learn what is termed the Philosophy of the Law.
The means for prosecuting the first two of these
efforts have been, in a reasonable measure, already
supplied. The decisions of a multitude of tribunals